An additional radial wrist extensor and its clinical significance.
The knowledge of anatomical variations in the antebrachial and dorsal regions of the arm and hand are useful in hand surgery. The extensor carpi radialis intermedius and extensor carpi radialis accessorius are two classic variants described for the radial wrist extensors, in the antebrachial region. We report an additional extensor carpi radialis muscle taking origin from the common extensor origin, between the extensor carpi radialis longus and extensor digitorum communis. The tendon of the variant muscle divides below the abductor pollicis longus and becomes attached to the base of the second and third metacarpal bone. Due to its considerable size and independent origin from the lateral epicondyle, we suggest the present variation should be named extensor carpi radialis tertius. The clinical significance of the present variation is discussed.